
APPENDIX H 

 
From: rifat sucu  

Sent: 22 November 2020 18:37 
To: licensing.north.division@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Cc: Defazio, Franco 

Subject: Message for Chief Superintendant Wilson Re: Kings Head Sports Bar, Gravesend. 

 

Dear Mr Wilson 
 
I have received a copy of your representation for my application to Gravesham Council for a 
variation of the license and build a small 3m bar in the beer garden 
 
When I read your representation I was shocked and surprised. I didnt realise my brother's 
and my bar was causing so much crime and disorder in Gravesend. Of course this is not true. 
We have been running this bar for 11 years and know most people in the town very well. 
We have a zero tolerance towards trouble makers on our premise and I would like to remind 
you we are not tenants there. We are freeholders and have invested £xxxxxxx  in this 
property so we have a vested interest in making sure that the bar runs smoothly with as few 
issues as possible. Yes we have had some incidents but at the end of the day we are selling 
alcohol and for some customers the reason they come to the bar is to get drunk. That is the 
reality of the pub and club business. Our incidents are minor compared to some places such 
as Blakes nightclub which is four times bigger than our bar, located in a residential area and 
has had trouble that had them ending up on the national news. I have no idea how Blakes 
are allowed to open until 4am in a residential area and can sell shisha in ther garden as well 
as a garden bar. Is it possibly a case of who you know not what you know? 
 
Our beer garden is 200 sq.m and built on 1 acre of land. Both sides of the bar are 
commercial properties and belong to us. There is no residential property at that location. 
The proposed garden bar is very small, being 3m and would be mainly used for during this 
pandemic to save time for staff (we currently have table service only) who can serve from 
this bar to garden customers instead of a longer journey into the main bar. During this 
pandemic the garden bar will be operating from 7pm to 9.30pm which is only a few hours 
and the main bar inside closes at 10pm. When we eventually return to normal operating 
hours the garden bar will only be used on Fridays and Saturdays from 10pm to 2.30am. This 
bar will actually help us as normally the inside bar is so busy instead of people buying one 
drink they will buy several drinks to save time however, with this extra bar they will not be 
doing this. 
 
You also mentioned safety and security. Our bar is one of the smallest bars compared to our 
neighbouring bars such as the Goose, Pococks and Blakes but although we have a 
requirement for 4 doormen on our license at weekends we have 6 (2 in the garden, two at 
the front entrance and plus 2 in the main bar. Also my brother and I are often at the main 
entrance keeping an eye. You can talk to Mr Chris Hill, the License Officer who often sees us 
on the door . We have a 14 channel CCTV camera and 3 of them are located in the garden 
area. 
 



We understand there is some crime and disorder in the town centre but this is the reality in 
town centres. We do not believe it is always pubs and bars that cause this. People are 
drinking on the streets and in their homes. Gravesend McDonalds has some of the worst 
crime and disorder and every weekend the police has a van outside there. This has been all 
over the social media and several times we have had to send our doormen to help the police 
as they have been attacked by McDonalds customers. 
 
I hope this information will assist you and if you need any further information please 
contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Rifat Sucu BA (hons) 
xxxxxxxxx 
 
 


